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Hudson, and the army in Missouri push to Little Rock,
the region west of the Mississippi will cease to be the
theatre of war save to the bands of robbers created by
war who now prefer to live by pillage than honest labor.
Rosecrans' army and this could also, acting in concert,
drive all opposing masses into the recesses of Georgia
and Alabama, leaving the Atlantic slopes the great
theatre of war.

"I wish Halleck would put a guard over the White
House to keep out the committees of preachers, grannies
and Dutchmen that absorb Lincoln's time and thoughts,,
fill up-our thinned ranks with conscripts, and then handle
these vast armies with the single thought of success re-
gardless of who shall get the personal credit and glory.

"I am pleased to hear from you that occasionally
you receive kindness from men out of regard to me. I
know full well there must be a large class of honest
people North who are sick of the wrangling of officers
for power and notoriety, and are sick of the silly flattery
piled by interested parties on their favorites. McCler-
nand, the only sample of that sort with us, played him-
self out, and there is not an officer or soldier here but
rejoices he is gone away. With an intense selfishness
and lust of notoriety he could not let his mind get beyond
the limits of his vision, and therefore all was brilliant
about him and dark and suspicious beyond. My style
is the reverse. I am somewhat blind to what occurs
near me, but have a clear perception of things and
events remote. Grant possesses the happy medium
and it is for this reason I admire him. I have a much
quicker perception of things than he; but he balancesed, as he now must, at Port          allA i*
